
Rank Territory Value
12 Austria 1.3
17 Israel 1.1
18 Denmark 1.0
20 United Kingdom 0.9
22 France 0.5
30 Republic of Korea 0.2
30 Japan 0.2
30 Italy 0.2
34 Spain 0.1

INTERNET USE IN 1990: ALL TERRITORIES REPORTING RATES
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internet users per 1000 people in 1990*

Rank Territory Value
1 United States 8.0
2 Norway 7.1
3 Australia 5.9
4 Switzerland 5.8
4 Sweden 5.8
7 Finland 4.0
8 Canada 3.7
9 Netherlands 3.3
10 Germany 1.4
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“I sit down comfortably in the university’s modern computer lab and take advantage of the technology available
to enter the digital world. The digital world!”

In 1990 the Internet had existed for
only 7 years; just 3 million people had
access to it worldwide. 73% of these
people were living in the United
States, 15% were in Western Europe.

Internet users in 1990 were recorded
in just a few other territories. Outside
Western Europe and the United States,
most users lived in Canada, followed
by Australia, then Japan, the Republic
of Korea and Israel. In 1990 there was
practically no access elsewhere.

Switzerland is home to the European
Organisation for Nuclear Research
(CERN) where the World Wide Web
was developed. In 1990, 5.8 people
per thousand in Switzerland used the
Internet.

• Data are from the United Nations Development
Programme’s 2004 Human Development Report.

• *Only 19 territories recorded Internet users in
1990. Belgium reported no known rate, but a
low level. Territories with estimated data not
shown in the table. Where Internet access is
known to exist but no data were reported,
estimates were made.

• Internet users have access to and use the Internet.
• See website for further information.

Territory size shows the proportion of worldwide Internet
users who lived there in 1990.
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