
Rank Territory Value
11 Uzbekistan 41
12 Azerbaijan 37
13 Saudi Arabia 36
14 Belarus 34
15 Luxembourg 33
15 Belgium 33
17 United Kingdom 31
18 Hungary 28
19 Lithuania 28
20 Slovakia 26

HIGHEST GAS CONSUMPTION
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gas used per person in tonnes of oil equivalent, 1965-2004*

Rank Territory Value
1 Qatar 385
2 United Arab Emirates 168
3 Kuwait 81
4 Netherlands 73
5 United States 72
6 Russian Federation 71
7 Canada 68
8 Turkmenistan 60
9 Ukraine 49
10 Romania 43
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Gas Depletion
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“No one likes talking about depletion; it is the crazy aunt in the attic, the emperor without clothes, the wolf at
the door.”

Gas depletion here is the amount of
natural gas used between 1965 and
2004. This is seen as depletion because
gas is burned much more quickly than
it is formed. There are limited natural
gas reserves. During this 40 year
period, the gas equivalent of almost
60 billion tonnes of oil was used up.

The territories that used the most gas
over this period were the United
States, the Russian Federation, the
Ukraine and Canada. Almost all the
natural gas that has been burnt as
fuel was burnt during these forty
years, and the years since. Until about
1965 natural gas from oilfields was
often considered useless, so was
disposed of by flaring. It has since
been used extensively, as a fuel.

• Data are from the British Petroleum Statistical
Review of World Energy,  June 2005.

• Data were not included for 134 territories as
almost all of them have no piped gas supply, as
almost all of these have no piped gas supply 0
gas depletion was assumed.

• *Gas is measured by its heating ability compared
with oil.

• See website for further information.

Territory size shows the proportion of all gas used
between 1965 and 2004 that was used there.
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40 YEARS OF GAS CONSUMPTION
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