
Rank Territory Value
103 Cyprus 1.09
104 Honduras 1.00
105 Armenia 0.94
106 Nicaragua 0.77
107 Senegal 0.57
108 Sao Tome and Principe 0.54
108 Equatorial Guinea 0.54
110 Liberia 0.37
111 Ethiopia 0.09
112 Burundi 0.09

HIGH AND LOW MINERAL DEPLETION
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mineral depletion in US$ per person, per year, 2003*

Rank Territory Value
1 Australia 313
2 Chile 260
3 Mauritania 74
4 Papua New Guinea 41
5 Jamaica 33
6 Peru 33
7 Brazil 30
8 Sweden 29
9 Ireland 28
22 South Africa 25
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Mineral Depletion
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“Peru began a structural adjustment process ... which led to a boom in the mining sector. Rules governing the privatisation
of state-owned companies were established and labour laws were weakened significantly.”

This map shows the fall in the financial
value of a territory’s mineral resources
due to current extraction rates.
Included here are gold, lead, zinc,
iron, copper, nickel, silver, bauxite,
and phosphate.

Territories with the highest mineral
depletion are Australia, Brazil, Chile
and China. Australia is the largest
producer of bauxite, Brazil of industrial
diamonds, China of tungsten, and
South Africa of platinum and gold.

Mineral extraction often causes
environmental damage, itself a form
of depletion. Territories that are small
on this map may lack minerals or have
used those worth extracting.

• Data are from the World Bank’s 2005 World
Development Indicators.

• *There was neglible mineral depletion in 88
territories. Territories with estimated data are
not included in the tables.

• See website for further information.

Territory size shows the proportion of all annual mineral
depletion that occurred there. Mineral depletion is the
loss of potential future income at current prices due to
current quantities of minerals extracted.

Map 313

Peru Support Group, 2005
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