
Rank Territory Value
38 Russian Federation 0.83
39 Honduras 0.82
40 Sudan 0.76
41 China 0.71
42 Nigeria 0.66
43 Thailand 0.61
44 South Africa 0.59
45 Brazil 0.53
46 Malaysia 0.39
47 Indonesia 0.29

MOST AND FEWER SPECIES SURVIVING IN CAPTIVITY OR UNDER CULTIVATION
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species extinct except in captivity or cultivation per 1000 of all species assessed, in 2004*

Rank Territory Value
1 Western Sahara 4.44
2 United States 3.52
3 Poland 3.13
4 Paraguay 3.07
5 Mexico 3.03
6 Belarus 2.65
7 Lithuania 2.63
8 Kuwait 2.58
9 Uganda 2.55
10 United Republic Tanzania 2.35
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Species in Zoos Only
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“The role of zoos has continued to change over time: from the private menageries of state rulers, to exhibitors
of exotic species to a curious public and the more scientific living museums ...”

In 2004, 38 species of animal and 27
species of plant were extinct in the
wild, but living in captivity,
naturalisation outside their historic
range or by cultivation. 12 such species
live in the United States, 8 live in
Mexico. Most of the territories shown
represent just one species that persists,
but not in the wild. Every North
African territory that is visible has an
area representing one species.

Of those species that are extinct in
the wild, but survive in zoos, there
are: 13 molluscs, 13 fish, 4 mammals,
4 birds and 1 crustacean. Of the 27
plant species, 21 were dicotyledons.
Continuing assessment of risks of
extinction may enable more species
to be saved in this way.

• Data are from the International Union for
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
2006 Red List of Threatened Species.

• *Denominator is 1000 local animal and plant
species assessed for Threatened Species
Criteria.No extinction just in the wild recorded
for 153 territories.

• See website for further information.

Territory size shows the proportion of species worldwide
that are extinct in their natural habitats, and exist only
in captivity or cultivation.
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SURVIVING SPECIES EXTINCT IN THE WILD

sp
ec

ie
s 

ex
tin

ct
 e

xc
ep

t i
n 

ca
pt

iv
ity

 o
r

cu
lti

va
tio

n 
by

 2
00

4


