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In the year 2000, more than 533
thousand women died due to
pregnancy-related causes. The map
shows that most of these maternal
deaths were in Southern Asian and
African territories. The fewest
maternal deaths were in Western
Europe and Japan.

The highest rate of maternal deaths
was in Sierra Leone, where 2 mothers
die per 100 births. At the other
extreme, Malta and Iceland reported
no maternal deaths in 2000. The world
average is 401 maternal deaths for
every 100,000 births.

Territory size shows the proportion of deaths of women
worldwide while pregnant or within 6 weeks of
pregnancy and partly due to it, that occur there.
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“I was worried during my pregnancy. It is a very stressful time and there are not many resources here. I could

not have afforded hospital if something bad had happened.
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