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Technical notes

¢ Data and definitions are from the United Nations
Environment Programme (2005).

* See website for further information.

MOST PEOPLE KILLED IN DROUGHT DISASTERS

Rank  Territory Value Rank  Territory

1 Mozambique 208.00 11 China

2 Sudan 175.36 12 Timor-Leste
3 Ethiopia 167.43 13 Hong Kong (China)
4 Swaziland 17.48 14 Guinea

5 Chad 13.90 15 Pakistan

6 Somalia 2.52 16 Burundi

7 Papua New Guinea 0.67 17 India

8 Indonesia 0.24 18 Bangladesh
9 Uganda 0.18 19 Brazil

10 Kenya 0.10 20 Philippines

drought disaster related deaths per million people per year 1975-2000*
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Of all drought-related disasters
between 1975 and 2000, 98% of
deaths occurred in just three
territories: Ethiopia, Sudan and
Mozambique. There were an
estimated 560 thousand drought-
related disaster deaths worldwide
during this period, occurring in just
20 of the 200 territories that are
mapped.

A sustained drought can result in crop
failure, deaths of livestock and
ultimately deaths of people. Unlike
other disasters, droughts are slow to
unfold and may continue for years.

Territory size shows the proportion of all people who
have died in disasters due to drought, who died there.
A disaster is an event which overwhelms local resources.
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“People cannot survive on just three glasses of water a day when the temperature is hitting 40 degrees.”
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