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Of all the people killed by volcanoes

between 1975 and 2000, 86% died in

Colombia. Most of these people died

in the town of Armero due to mud

flows from the Nevado del Ruiz volcano,

on 13th November 1985 - almost 22

thousand deaths were recorded there.

Volcanic activity can endanger human
life in various ways: mud flows, lava
flows, pyroclastic flows (super-heated
toxic gas and debiris), collapses and
landslides, and the settling of ash and
dust. Earthquakes and tsunamis caused
by volcanic activity are not included here.

There were no deaths caused by
volcanoes between 1975 and 2000 in
183 of the 200 mapped. Volcano-related
deaths occurred most frequently in
Indonesia, in 9 of the 26 years shown.

Territory size shows the proportion of all people killed
by volcanoes between 1975 and 2000, that died there.
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“Since the building was made of cement, I thought that 1t would resist, but the boulder-filled mud was coming
i such an overwhelming way, like a wall of tractors, razing the city, razing everything ...” José Luis Restrepo, 1985
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