
Rank Territory Value
14 Dem Republic Congo 32
15 Mozambique 19
16 Togo 16
17 Ghana 16
18 Solomon Islands 14
19 Swaziland 14
20 Senegal 14
25 Central African Republic 13
26 Chad 12
27 Mali 10

HIGHEST MALARIA DEATH RATES
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malaria deaths per 100,000 people per year in 2003*

Rank Territory Value
1 Angola 86
2 Sao Tome and Principe 77
3 Malawi 59
4 Guinea-Bissau 56
5 Namibia 55
6 Zambia 54
10 United Republic of Tanzania 39
11 Burkina Faso 35
12 Uganda 34
13 Rwanda 32
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“My wife died a few months ago. Very probably from malaria because she had a lot of fever and was also
vomiting. But she never went to a health center. Because of the lack of money.”

In 2003, 92% of malaria cases and
94% of malarial deaths were recorded
as being in African territories. The
other 6% of deaths were mainly in
Asia Pacific and Southern Asia.

The total deaths recorded were 0.15%
of the total cases. Whilst there were
most malaria cases in Southeastern
Africa, there were most deaths in
Central Africa. Symptoms of malaria
include fever and vomiting. Most
deaths occur in cerebral malaria.

The term ‘malaria’ comes from the
medieval Italian ‘mala aria’ meaning
‘bad air’. The term was coined at a
time before the mosquito had been
identified as the carrier of the parasite.

• Data are from World Health Organization’s 2004
Human Resources for Health.

• *Most recent data available between 1998 and
2003.Data estimated from regional averages
are not included in table.

• See website for further information.

Territory size shows the proportion of worldwide deaths
from malaria that occur there.
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