
Rank Territory Value
191 Madagascar 137
192 Haiti 123
193 Eritrea 122
194 Lesotho 119
195 Burundi 116
196 Malawi 99
197 Zambia 88
198 Central African Republic 83
199 Niger 63
200 Sierra Leone 28

HIGHEST AND LOWEST ANNUAL EARNINGS OF THE POOREST TENTH OF POPULATION
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earnings by the poorest tenth of the population in US$ purchasing power parity per poor person

Rank Territory Value
1 Luxembourg 23800
2 Norway 14395
3 Japan 12894
4 Finland 10469
5 Ireland 10231
6 Sweden 9404
7 Austria 9001
8 Germany 8683
9 Netherlands 8172
10 Belgium 8021
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“Japan … has simultaneously attained one of the lowest levels of income inequalities and the longest life
expectancy seen worldwide.”

The map shows the earnings of the
poorest tenth of the population living
in each territory. Japan is
disproportionately large because
Japan is the territory where the
poorest have the highest average
incomes. The larger the territory
appears relative to its population, the
better off its poor are in a global
context.

India is large because a tenth of the
population (105 million) earning a
little each, earn a lot together.

In territories with the lowest per
person earnings amongst the poorest
tenth, measured in purchasing power,
the poor earn less than 1% of the
earnings of the richest groups of poor
people.

• Data are from the United Nations Development
Programme’s Human Development Report, 2004

• Income is measured in Purchasing Power Parity
(PPP) US$. This is used because a dollar can buy
more in Namibia than in Japan, due to different
exchange rates. PPP is value of income where it
is earnt, measured in US$ equivalent.

• See website for further information.

Territory size shows the earnings of the poorest tenth
of the population living there, as a proportion of the
earnings of the poorest tenth living in all territories.
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